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20 International War. 

Communicated for the Advocate of Peace. 
INTERNATIONAL WAR. 

How shall international war be put to a final end ? Tbis is the great 
desideratum of the friends of peace. How ? Shall we again and again 
summon to the bar of justice the laws of war, as incorporated in tbs code of 
international law, and repeat the obviou9 absurdity of pretending to regulate 
mutual revenge, retaliation and homicide by the law of justice ? Or shall 
we appeal to the love of money, and array the ten or twelve biliions of Eu- 
ropean war-debts before the public, and show their tendency to entail by 
interest-paying, on the whole class of operatives, a monied servility forever ? 
Or shall we advert again to the deadly shock, necessarily given by war, to 
the murals, the useful arts, and to all the valuable progress of the world, to 
deter from the horrid practice ? These evils of war too obvious to admit 
illustration and too weighty, as it would seem, to impose additional pres- 
sure from eloquence, have been again and again urged on the public atten- 
tion by the friends of peace ; and, as wc hope and believe, not without some 
good effect; and especially have they been seen in living characters in the 
details of the present Crimean war. And hackneyed as these themes may 
appear, we are sure that as yet the mere shadow and scarce a faint image of 
these evils as yet rests on the public mind. The concession, however, is 
common that war is an evil. 

But we have not taken up the pen to ply again these topics. We propose 
to look at the support the war system receives from the public religions of 
the day ; and the necessity of a religious reform to its overthrow. For here 
we believe is found the root of the evil ; and the sole remedy. 

By the public religions of the day we mean those systems of religion em- 
braced and incorporated in the polity of the prominent efficient and civilized 
nations of the earth. And here it would seem sufficient to just look at the 
model fact before us. The present existing war, with all its horrors, has its 
prominent support in the religion of the belligerents. The sovereign of Rus- 
sia, the head of the Greek church, takes an attitude of hostility, ostensibly at 
least, for religious purposes ; to sustain the honor and privileges of the church 
he has in charge, enforcing his decrees on his subjects by religious sanction, 
and promising his soldiers the reward of future blessedness for servile obe- 
dience. In like manner, the Sultan of Turkey meets him in desperate wai- 
fare, clothing his mandates with religious sanction, and promises of elysian 
blessedness, according to the Mussulman faith. While the Emperor of 
France, the defender of the Roman Catholic religion, with zeal not less ar- 
dent, religious sanctions not less imperative, and promises of future blessed- 
ness not less absolute, urges on his troops to the deadly conflict. And most 
of all to be regretted, the British sovereign as head of the Episcopal church, 
within her dominions, after the same example, prostitutes the Episcopal faith 
to similar ends. It is thus, sustained by such motives, we see military men, 
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high and low, of each and all these powers, rushing forward in the deadly 
conflict, and even meeting death on the battle-field with triumphant hope of 
a military passport to heaven. Yes, and all this horrid delusion, sustained by 
an amply supply of religious teachers, sworn as subalterns to obey, in the 
capacity of chaplains, the orders of the officers who may, from time to time, 
be set over them. Nor are these a superfluous appendage to the army. It 
is through their influence, is sustained and carried out this most deadly 
dogma taught by any and yet held in common by all these four opposite sys- 
tems of religious faith. That State authority is invested with divine sanc- 
tion, and has the power to impart such sanction to the decrees of war. 
Such a belief is essential to the support of the war system. For war makes 
too bold an invasion on this prerogative of God : the disposal of human life ; 
to be kept in countenance by mere human sanction. Tha depraved heart of 
man is not hard enough without the shield of popular religion to meet and 
brook the guilt of horrieide. Even Cain, the first murderer, on receiving his 
mark of special protection, exclaimed, under the pressure of conscious guilt, 
" Behold I am this day driven out from among men, and from the face of 
God am I hid, and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth. My 
punishment is greater than I can bear." The warrior must be more harden- 
ed than was Cain to view without remorse the naked turpitude of his deeds. 
Hence the necessity of a religious screen. And can it be, that men possess- 
ed of innate conscience, the faculty of moral perception ; aye, more, having 
the lively oracles of God before them, can be so deluded by religious teach- 
ers as to believe this most striking emblem of hell ; the battle-field, where 
the fire and brimstone are seen literally gushing forth as from the bottomless 
pit, should serve as their safe entrance gate to heaven ? Can it be believed, 
that the one God, the common and kind Father of all men, should delight in 
and reward with future blessedness such deeds of rage and revenge, the ele- 
ments of war? O! horrid blasphemy ! But such is the absurdity insepar- 
able from the ;aws and maxims of war. And such it ever must be. Men in 
all ages and in all countries have had their religion, and on it, as a general 
thing, have relied in some way for success in their wars. We say this with- 
out fear of contradiction. But it will be asked : Is not our own nation an 
exception to all this ? It should be ; and would it were. True, we have no 
pontificate or ecclesiastical dignitary at the head of our government, yet we 
are not without our religion of some sort; and the sovereignty being in the 
hands of the people, every man may be supposed, as he ought, to shape all 
his acts in conformity with his religious faith. Consequently, all our indi- 
vidual exercise of political sovereignty must be regarded as in conformity to 
our religion. .Now as it is the practice of our nation, not excepting the 
more religious class, to bestow its highest honors on military men as such, on 
men who must sutcesfully carry out this dogma of which we have spoken 
it becomes a serious question whether we do not give as signal approval of 
the war delusion as any other nation. 

Be that as it may, the responsibility of sustaining or discarding war rests 
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more directly on us than on any other people. We regard God as onr only 
sovereign ; and our persoual religion is, or should be, at the head of our na- 
tional sovereignty. And shall we, as a sovereign people, support the system 
and maxims of war, and shape our religion accordingly ? for we can support 
them in no other way. Or shall we not rather make our war sentiment con- 
form to our religion t Let Christians ponder on these questions. Pure 
Christianity never lent support to war, and never will. War is directly op- 
posed to its very genius and fundamental principles ; and the reign of Christ 
will not admit it. Christ and his kingdom were trom the first prophecied of 
as the Prince and the kingdom of peace. His introductory sermon broach- 
ed the doctrine in defiance of the prevalent traditional faith, and all his 
teaching inculcated the same principles. His bequest to his disciples was, 
" Peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto you ;" and his early followers 
imbibed his sentiments, and would sooner suffer martyrdomt ban be drawn 
into war. And never was the Christian profession made to sustain war, until 
corrupted by a mixture of paganism and its appendages. And neverhas it sus- 
tained war but by means of such ingredients. The world must be redeemed 
from war by purifying its religion from the war dogma. This fact is recognized 
alike by Scripture, prophecy and common sense. Let the axe then be ap- 
plied to the root of the tree. Purify the profession of Christianity from this 
war mythology, and the work of peace is at once in successful progress. It 
is often said (divertingly) let the giace of God purify the hearts of men by 
means of the gospel and the work is done. True ; but how shall the hearts 
of men be purified by means of an adulterated gospel ? 

God has given us the gospel of peace, and we have no right to ask his grace 
to purify the hearts and lives of men by any other gospel. In view of this 
subject we see an important duty devolved on religious men, and especially 
on religious teachers. God has given to religious teachers a commission and 
charge above responsibility to the dictation ot human authority. His com- 
mission runs thus : " Hear the word of my mouth, and warn the people from 
me." And while the people of the East are perishing by thousands in the 
folly and guilt of war, what aggravated guilt (we are ready to exclaim) is 
incurred by those who, with the Bible in their hands, bind them in such de- 
lusion ? But the ministers of religion in our own land are not less responsi- 
sible for the war sentiment than those of the East. If they have not as much 
control over the public mind, their influence is far more direct and efficient 
on the war-making and war sustaining power. To the religious public, and 
especially to religious teachers, then, we resign the question : Shall interna- 
tional war be put to i. final end ? B. 

Cattlelon, Vt„ Oct. 31, 1855. 



